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Che sward was given be-
-ause the t'vo homes — one in
rural Soldiers Grove, and the
other in ru-al Viroqua — were
rdentified by rigorous testing
as two of the five most ener
efficient homes built mﬁl
State of Wisconsin in 2021.
The testing and certification
was done by FOE's ‘New
Home Cerhifiestion Prosmiss -
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fied over 45000 homes in
the 14 years of our existence,
and Drifliess HomeWright’s
b es e often at the top of
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_ DAN JOHNSON, left, and David Romary, right, of Driftless
¢ agin (uat 40 Mgfﬂm HomeWrights are shown with thelr ‘Energy Excellence Award,’
«aissions that ‘canse global along with Matt Bromley of Focus on Energy.
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“Sonya reported that the
lowest temperature they’d
had that winter was 56 de-
grezs, and that the house

~ “ould warm right up again
unce the sun had risen.”

ry said that energy
efficient homes can be built
at a very competitive price.
He ﬁd that genemglfyélthc
cost of building one of these
aomes is about $230 per
square foot.

“Any good builder can

ild an energy -efficient
home,” Romary said. “They

Jjust have to want to do it.”

Dan Johnson addressed the
Eroup neat.

“It’s . fantastic to receive
inis award,” Johnson said.
“A lot of the work we do to
achieve this level of eng
efficiency is dark and dirty,”
Tohnson observed. “But the

result is super insulated walls
and attics that save energy
and save money.”

Johnson said that the com-
pany’s success owes a lot to
the quality of the subcontrac-
tors that they work with, and
especially to the homeowners
who make the choice to pur-
s ciergy efficiency.

“Our planet is in trouble,”
Johnson said. “I first began
to learn about climate change
be associated with it 30 years

g,o_ — what Driftless -

tights does is to go beyond
ialk to provide solutions.
We're not asking people to
give anything up — we're ask-

Alicia Leinberger of Ethos
Green Energy was the sub-
contractor that installed the
10-kilowatt solar electric sys-
tem for the Prejean’s house in
rural Viroqua.

“This house is free from
the fluctuations of the global
energy markets,” Leinberger
said. “The Prejeans are pio-
neers, and will help to inspire
others.”

Leinberger also pointed
out that the recently enacted
federal Imflation Reduction
Act will financially help a lot
more people (o pursue more
energy efficient homes.

Two homes

The two homes for which
Drifitess Homewrights re-
ceived awards are owned by
Gordon and June Prejean of
mural Viroqua, and Dr. Joel
Charles and Dr, Phoebe De-
vitt of rural Soldiers Grove.

“I am thankful to David
and Dan for building our
house,” Gordon Prejean said.
“Their company’s promo-
tional %atmals don’t ovﬁ
come close to portrayi
passion the two haveyf::gthexr
work.”

Prejean said that it -was
their attention to the details
that made the home so tight
and energy efficient. He said
the result was a very com-
fortable house with no need
for back-up fuel. e

“Driftless HomeWri ‘
does beautiful work,” June |
Prejean said. “I feel safe, sol- |
id and secure in my home.” |

Dr. Joel Charles lives in

the Trout Creek Water

with his wife Dr. Phoebe De-

vitt, and their two children.

“I feel very lucky to have
a comfortable home that is
cheap to run and healthy to
live in,” Charles said. “Hous-
es built like ours should not
be the exception, but rather,
should be the rule.”

Charles pointed out that
gas appliances can make
children 40 t more
likely to develop asthma. He
also said that there is evi-
dence that solar systems that
are connected to the electri-
cal power grid help to level
out the peaks and valleys in
demand, He pointed out that
on a hot, sunny day, private
solar systems will
more excess electricity than
is needed by the homeowner
at the same time as the grid
can become sfressed with
people cooling their homes,

“We have a housing short-
age in the United States and
in the State of Wisconsin,”
Charles pointed out. “What
is crucial is to build the new
housing needed to be energy
efﬁci_efl::n gs;ng Fogus on En-

: g, an uPdﬂﬂll. 14
:?rybuﬂding codes to reduce
systematic barriers to in-
creasing the energy efficien-
cy of both our existing and
future housing stock.”

Charles said that the task
in front of us is to replicate
the suceess of houses like the
two built by Driftless Home-
Wrights “by an order of mag-
nitude.”

Focus on Energy

Mait Bromley of FOE
spoke to the group about the

i of the .organization.
Included in the group gath-
ered to mark the occasion
were Wisconsin State Rep-
resentative Loren Old
and Tim Hundt of U.S. Con-
gressman Ron Kind's office.

“Focus on Energy was cre-
ated 20 years ago by an act
of the legislature and the
gsignnture ot;l the governor,”

romley said. “The program
is funded by utility rate pay-
ers throughout the state,”

Hundt pointed out that
recent prices for e is a
reminder to all of us that en-
ergy is a world market. He
said that this éf; why it was
crucial that Congress
the Inflation Reductionp;:s;
to put the United States on a
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